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SHARING USER DISTRIBUTED SEARCH
RESULTS

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §119
based on U.S. Provisional Application Ser. No. 60/774,198,
filed Feb. 17, 2006, the disclosure of which is incorporated
herein by reference. This application is also a continuation-
in-part (CIP) under 37 C.F.R. §1.53(b) of application Ser. No.
11/366,466, filed Mar. 3, 2006, the entire contents of which
are incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

A. Field of the Disclosure

The present disclosure relates generally to content cre-
ation, and more specifically, to the enhancement of user cre-
ated content with search results.

B. Description of the Related Art

In an increasingly networked world, users frequently use
online sources to create and exchange information. Email,
instant messaging (IM), message boards, websites, and blogs
are all existing communication technologies through which
users can create and distribute content to other users. Fre-
quently, in creating such content, a user may wish to reference
other online information sources. For example, a user author-
ing an email may use a browser to navigate to a web page that
the user would like to reference in the email, copy the link
(e.g., the uniform resource locator (URL)) from the browser
to a “clipboard,” and then paste the link from the clipboard
into the email. In this manner, the user can create an email
message that contains links that are accessible by an eventual
reader of the email.

Search engines are a popular tool through which users
enter a search query describing information of interest and
receive back documents or links to documents that relate to
the search query. Frequently, when “researching” content for
an email message, IM message, message board post, website
post, or blog post, the user may perform one or more searches
using one or more search engines to locate online documents
relevant to the content. The user may then copy a link into the
document using the above-described method of copying and
pasting a link to the document. This process for annotating
user created content can be tedious, difficult to perform for
average users, and often results in textual links in the final
content that can be difficult to read.

Accordingly, it would be desirable to improve the above-
described content creation process.

SUMMARY

In one aspect, a content creation application includes a first
interface configured to facilitate composition of a message by
a user and a second interface configured to receive a search
query. The content creation application additionally includes
logic to automatically refine a search query. The content
creation application additionally includes logic to display
search results relating to the search query, and to receive
selections of the search results from the user, the content
creation application automatically incorporating, in response
to the selections, the selected ones of the search results into
the message in the first interface.

In another aspect, a content creation application includes a
first interface configured to facilitate composition of a mes-
sage by a user and a second interface configured to receive a
search query. The content creation application additionally
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includes logic to receive search results based on the search
query; and logic to automatically refine the received search
results. The content creation application additionally
includes logic to display the refined search results, and to
receive selections of the refined search results from the user,
the content creation application automatically incorporating,
in response to the selections, the selected ones of the search
results into the message in the first interface.

In yetanother aspect, a method includes providing an inter-
face configured to facilitate composition of text by a user;
receiving a search query from the user; automatically refining
the search query from the user; initiating a search based on the
refined search query; receiving results of the search; display-
ing the results of the search in the interface, the displayed
results of the search each including a selection object; receiv-
ing selections of the selection objects from the user; and
associating the results of the search that correspond to the
selected ones of the selection objects with the text in the
interface.

In yetanother aspect, a method includes providing an inter-
face configured to facilitate composition of text by a user;
receiving a search query from the user; initiating a search
based on the search query; receiving results of the search;
automatically refining the results of the search; displaying the
results of the search in the interface, the displayed results of
the search each including a selection object; receiving selec-
tions of the selection objects from the user; and associating
the results of the search that correspond to the selected ones of
the selection objects with the text in the interface.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and constitute a part of this specification, illustrate one or
more embodiments of the invention and, together with the
description, explain the invention. In the drawings,

FIGS. 1A-1C are diagrams providing a conceptual over-
view of concepts relating to user distributed search results;

FIG. 2 is a diagram of an exemplary system in which
concepts consistent with the principles of the invention may
be implemented;

FIG. 3 is an exemplary diagram of a client or server illus-
trated in FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a flow chart illustrating exemplary operations
consistent with user distributed search;

FIG. 5 is a diagram of an exemplary email interface;

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary email mes-
sage that was annotated to include a search result from a local
search engine;

FIG. 7 is an exemplary interface illustrating application of
user distributed search to a message board environment;

FIG. 8 is an exemplary interface illustrating application of
user distributed search to an instant messaging conversation;

FIG. 9 is an exemplary interface illustrating application of
user distributed search to a blog authoring tool;

FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating exemplary components in
a user distributed search system.

FIG. 11 is a flow chart illustrating additional exemplary
operations consistent with user distributed search; and

FIG. 12 is an exemplary interface illustrating application of
user distributed search in which search results are automati-
cally obtained;

FIG. 13 is a flow chart illustrating additional exemplary
operations consistent with user distributed search;

FIG. 14 is an exemplary email interface illustrating refine-
ment of search queries; and






